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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, SHUM, SE 

SUBJECT: PRESERVATION OF PUBLIC SECURITY REGULATIONS, 1978 

1 . MAJOR POINTS UNDER NEW PUBLIC SECURITY REGULATIONS GAZETTED 
AND INVOKED MAY 3 STATE THAT "IF IN THE OPINION OF THE PRESIDENT" 
ANY PERSON IS INVOLVED IN ACTS WHICH ARE PREJUDICIAL TO PUBLIC 
SAFETY AND MAINTENANCE OF PUBLIC ORDER, THAT PERSON CAN BE 
DETAINED FOR AN INDEFINITE PERIOD. ANY PERSON CAN ALSO BE REMOVED 
TO AND REQUIRED TO REMAIN IN ANY LOCATION IN SEYCHELLES WHICH THE 
PRESIDENT MAY DIRECT. INDIVIDUALS UNDER DETENTION OR REMOVAL 
ORDER ARE CONSIDERED TO BE DEEMED IN LEGAL CUSTODY. NEW 
REGULATIONS ALSO INCLUDE A RESTRICTION ORDER PROHIBITING ANY 
DESIGNATED INDIVIDUAL FROM ENTERING OR LEAVING ANY AREA WITHIN 
SEYCHELLES, AND THE ISSUANCE OF A RESTRICTION ORDER MAY REQUIRE 
THE PERSON AGAINST WHOM IT IS SERVED TO REPORT TO THE AUTHORITY 
SPECIFIED IN THE ORDER AT STATED INTERVALS. 
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2. REGULATIONS STIPULATE THAT PRESIDENT MAY MAKE PROVISION FOR 
THE PREVENTION OR RESTRICTION OF PUBLICATIONS IN SEYCHELLES WHICH 
MIGHT BE "PREJUDICIAL TO THE PUBLIC SAFETY" AND THAT SHOULD IT 
"APPEAR TO THE PRESIDENT TO BE NECESSARY OR EXPEDIENT" PRIOR 
CENSORSHIP OF ANY NEWSPAPER OR OTHER PUBLICATION WILL BE 
REQUIRED. 
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3. POLICE OR "ANY OTHER PERSON SO AUTHORIZED BY THE COMMISSIONER 
OF POLICE" BEING IN UNIFORM AND ON DUTY IS EMPOWERED TO SEARCH 
ANY VEHICLE AND SEIZE ANY ARTICLE WHICH HE HAS "REASONABLE 
GROUND" FOR BELIEVING TO BE EVIDENCE OF THE COMMISSION OF AN 
OFFENSE. IN ADDITION, IF THE COURTS ARE SATISFIED BY "INFORMATION 
ON OATH" THAT THERE IS REASONABLE GROUND FOR SUSPECTING THAT AN 
OFFENSE HAS BEEN OR IS BEING COMMITTED, HE MAY GRANT A SEARCH 
WARRANT AUTHORIZING POLICE OR ANY OTHER PERSON NAMED IN THE 
WARRANT TO ENTER, IF NECESSARY BY FORCE, THE PREMISES SPECIFIED 

IN THE INFORMATION AT ANY TIME WITHIN ONE MONTH OF THE DATE OF 
THE WARRANT. SECURITY AUTHORITIES ARE EMPOWERED TO SEIZE ANY 
ARTICLE FOUND IN THE PREMISES AND ARE EMPOWERED TO DETAIN AN 
INDIVIDUAL PENDING INQUIRIES FOR AN INITIAL PERIOD OF UP TO 
48 HOURS. IF THE COMMISSIONER OF POLICE "IS SATISFIED" THAT 
NECESSARY INQUIRIES CANNOT BE COMPLETED WITHIN FOUR DAYS, HE IS 
AUTHORIZED TO FURTHER EXTEND THE PERIOD OF DETENTION FOR AN 
ADDITIONAL PERIOD NOT TO EXCEED SEVEN DAYS. PERSONS SO DETAINED 
ARE DEEMED TO BE IN LEGAL CUSTODY. 

4. UNDER NEW REGULATIONS IT IS DEEMED AN OFFENSE: (A) TO ACT, 

SPEAK, WRITE OR PUBLISH ANYTHING PREIUDICIAL TO PUBLIC SAFETY OR 
THE MAINTENANCE OF PUBLIC ORDER; (B) TO ACT, SPEAK, WRITE OR 
PUBLISH ANYTHING LIKELY TO UNDERMINE THE AUTHORITY OF OR PUBLIC 
CONFIDENCE IN GOVERNMENT; (C) TO PUBLISH ANY REPORT OR STATEMENT 
WHICH IS LIKELY TO CAUSE ALARM OR DESPONDENCY OR BE PREJUDICIAL 
TO THE PUBLIC SAFETY; (D) TO OBSTRUCT ESSENTIAL SERVICES; 
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(E) FOR A PERSON PERMITTED BY LAW TO POSSESS A FIREARM TO LOSE 
OR PART WITH ITS POSSESSION AND (F) FOR ANY INDIVIDUAL TO 
ENTER ANY PLACE DECLARED TO BE A CLOSED AREA. ON CONVICTION, 

THE MAXIMUM PENALTY FOR ALL OFFENSES LISTED ABOVE IS IMPRISON- 
MENT FOR A TERM NOT EXCEEDING TWO YEARS OR A FINE NOT EXCEEDING 
EQUIVALENT OF APPROXIMATELY THREE THOUSAND DOLLARS OR BOTH 
IMPRISONMENT AND FINE. 

5. MINISTER BERLOUIS, WHO SIGNED PUBLIC SECURITY REGULATIONS 
ISSUED YESTERDAY "ON BEHALF OF PRESIDENT," HAS CONFIRMED TO 
CHARGE THAT MAY 3 REGULATIONS MUST BE RENEWED EVERY THREE MONTHS 
AS PROVIDED FOR IN PARENT SECURITY REGULATIONS INTO WHICH NEW 
REGULATIONS HAVE BEEN INCORPORATED. ACCORDING GOVERNMENT 
NEWSPAPER, SPOKESMAN FOR MINISTRY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS EXPLAINED 
THAT "A STATE OF EMERGENCY DOES NOT YET EXIST" BUT THAT "A 
SITUATION EXISTS IN SEYCHELLES WHICH, IF ALLOWED TO CONTINUE, 

MAY LEAD TO A STATE OF PUBLIC EMERGENCY." 

6. EMBASSY POUCHING "OFFICIAL GAZETTE" CONTAINING NEW REGULATIONS 
TO DEPARTMENT AND NAIROBI UNDER COVER OF AIRGRAM. 

MATTSON 
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